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The Framework for Learning: Questions to Consider 

PREPARE for Learning 
DETERMINE BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE 

• After previewing the assignment (headings, pictures, graphs, questions, etc.), what 
do I think I know about the topic? What questions do I have? 

• Where did my background knowledge come from? How do I know it is reliable? 
SET PURPOSES 

• What is my purpose for reading/listening/viewing? What are the learning goals? 
• If the teacher or author doesn’t provide any guidance, how will I determine my purpose 

for learning?  
ANALYZE AUTHOR’S CRAFT 

• What organizing features of the text will help me learn this content? 
• If the text is poorly written and complex, what can I do to figure out what the author is 

trying to say? 
• What structures are specific to this discipline, and how can I use them to help me learn? 

ENGAGE with Content and TRANSFORM Information 
WRITE 

• How will I use writing to help me understand and learn the information? 
DISCUSS 

• How will I use discussion to attain deeper understanding? 
VISUALIZE 

• How will visualizing information help me be more actively engaged? 
• How can transforming information into pictures or diagrams help me learn? 

ORGANIZE 
• Given the content and my purposes for learning, what strategies will work best to 

organize this information? 
• How can I transform or organize the author’s/speaker’s words to make the information 

my own? 

REFLECT on Learning 
• How has my understanding changed or developed throughout this lesson? 
• In what ways was I metacognitive? Did I remember to check to see if I understood what 

I was learning? What did I do when I was not getting it? 
• How did I prepare myself for this learning experience? 
• How did I stay engaged? Did my attention drift to other things while 

reading/listening/viewing? What did I do to get back on task? 
• How did I transform or organize the information after I read or listened to the content? 

Were these transforming strategies helpful? 
• Did the teacher do enough modeling or could I have used more help? 


